Humanities – History 

Middle Ages Essay - due in 1st Hour on Friday, Dec. 6, 2019
Directions:

1. Choose two documents from this unit. Both documents should address a medieval value. Examples are listed below.
2. Examine how the writer interprets or applies that value.
3. Write an approximately three-page essay that compares and contrasts the two interpretations or applications of the value. (Longer essays are welcome.)

Values:

Please check with me if you would like to use a value that is not listed here.

· A strong, close-knit community is necessary for a good life.
· Community decisions should incorporate the voices of all members.
· Mutual dependence is preferable to individual freedom.
· Obedience to a superior or to a community is necessary for a good life.

· Wealth undermines community and/or personal bonds.
· Wealth undermines spiritual well-being.
· Church and state should be a team: one focused on this world and the other focused on the next.
· The highest priority of both secular rulers and religious rulers should be the spiritual well-being of their subjects. 
· Questioning—even doubting--of religious doctrines is acceptable if it leads to greater faith.

· Personal bonds of loyalty are necessary for a good life.
· Women are deficient in logic/reasoning and should always be subject to male authorities

· Conflicting values: Extremes are preferable to moderation. Moderation is always best.
Documents/Authors:
· Letters or capitularies of Charlemagne 

· Rule of Saint Benedict

· Guild Documents

· Rule of Saint Francis or 

         excerpts from The Life of St. Francis
· Peter Abelard (questioning church & 

         scripture)

· Maimonides (Aristotle/piety/faith and   

         golden mean)

· Ibn Rushd (Aristotle and faith)

· Aquinas (Aristotle and faith; wealth;   

         women)

· Magna Carta (loyalty owed a greedy  

         king; status of church)

· Dante (church-state conflicts;  

         questioning church)

· de Pisan (women; virtue; education/ 

         questioning)
· Homage (“Formula of Commendation”)
                WT1 pp. 236 – 237  (in lecture)

Come to office hours to share ideas, a rough draft, a paragraph, a thesis. Every Tuesday from 2:45 – 4:45.
Some Guidelines for Citing Sources
Citations and Works Cited Page: Please quote passages from the documents and provide citations using correct MLA form. In addition, include a Works Cited page at the end of your essay. Please follow the examples provided on back.

Example of a correct in-text citation:
In Athens, “when a citizen is in any way distinguished, he is preferred to the public service, not as a matter of privilege, but as the reward of merit” (Thucydides 60).

Sample Citations and “Works Cited” Entries for The Western Tradition:

For in-text citations of historical documents, cite the name of the author of the actual work—not the name of the editor (A). If you use some of the introductory information actually written by the editor, do use the editor’s name (B). If no author is given, use the title of the document (C).

(A) . . . making a profit was considered lawful but sinful (Aquinas 323 - 327).

(B) . . . “he [Charlemagne] was a man of his time, yet he was isolated in it” (Weber 220).

(C) . . . the vassals gained in the process (“Capitulary Concerning Freemen and Vassals” 237).
NOTE: For works in the Humanities website or binder, use author’s last name in citation. Use page number shown on document. If none is shown, you may omit page number.
(D) . . . “By doubting we come to examine, and by examining we reach the truth” (Abelard).

“Works Cited” Entries:

(A) author whose name is known

Aquinas, Thomas. “Summa Theologica.” The Western Tradition, Volume 1: From the Ancient 

World to Louis XIV.  Ed.  Eugen Weber.  Lexington, MA: D. C. Heath and Company, 1995. 

323-327. Print.

 (B)  editorial comments of the editor of an anthology such as The Western Tradition
Weber, Eugen, editor. The Western Tradition, Volume 1: From the Ancient World to 
Louis XIV. Lexington, MA: D. C. Heath and Company, 1995. 323-327. Print.
 (C) document with no known author

“Capitulary Concerning Freemen and Vassals.”  The Western Tradition, Volume 1: From the Ancient 

World to Louis XIV.  Ed.  Eugen Weber.  Lexington, MA: D. C. Heath and Company, 1995. 

237. Print.
(D) document in Pioneer Humanities website or binder
Abelard, Peter. “Sic et Non.” Pioneer Humanities. Pioneer High School Humanities Department, 
pioneerhumanities.weebly.com/1st-semester-history-readings-also-in-binder.html. 2019. 
Date of Access. (This is the date that you copied down the quote.)
Reminders: 
Alphabetize by author’s last name, if known. 
Use hanging indentation.
Double space between and within entries.
A few more points for essay-writing, citations and works cited pages:
Cross-referencing in Works Cited page: If you use multiple works from The Western Tradition, MLA allows you to make one complete entry in your Works Cited page for The Western Tradition.  Then, for each separate work contained within The Western Tradition, you would create a short entry without all of the bibliographic information. Arrange them in alphabetical order by author and editor’s last name. Works without a known author should be arranged by first letter of the title.  See below:
Aquinas, Thomas. “Summa Theologica.” Weber 323-327. 

 “Capitulary Concerning Freemen and Vassals.” Weber 237. 

Weber, Eugen, ed. The Western Tradition, Volume 1: From the Ancient 

World to Louis XIV. Lexington, MA: D. C. Heath and Company, 1995. Print.
