Some excerpts from Politics by Heinrich von Treitschke (1834 – 1896)

Von Treitschke was a German politician and historian during the time of the German Empire.   As a young man he was a liberal but grew increasingly conservative and nationalistic.  He supported legislation against Jews, Catholics, socialists and Poles. As a backer of German expansion and imperialism, he saw Britain as a dangerous rival.  As a university professor, he influenced many future leaders and thinkers of 20th century Germany.  He espoused many ideas that would later become part of fascist ideology.


The State, then, has from all time been a legal person.  It appears to be so still more clearly in the historico-moral sense.  States must be conceived as the great collective personalities of history thoroughly capable of bearing responsibility and blame.

. . . Just as in individual life the ego implies the existence of the non-ego, so it does in the State.  The State is power, precisely in order to assert itself as against other equally independent powers.  War and the administration of justice are the chief tasks of even the most barbaric States.  

. . . The nation is not entirely comprised in the State, but the State protects and embraces the people’s life, regulating its external aspects on every side.  It does not ask primarily for opinion, but demands obedience, and its laws must be obeyed, whether willingly or no. . . . Submission is what the State primarily requires; it insists upon acquiescence; its very essence is the accomplishment of its will.

Without war no State could be.  . . . The great strides which civilization makes against barbarism and unreason are only made actual by the sword.  . . . The grandeur of war lies in the utter annihilation of puny man in the great conception of the State. . . .The historian who moves in the world of the real Will sees at once that the demand for eternal peace is purely reactionary.  He sees that all movement and all growth would disappear with war, and that only the exhausted, spiritless, degenerate periods of history have toyed with this idea. . .

The modern theory of individualism, decked with its various titles, stands as the poles asunder from these conceptions of antiquity [regarding war and peace].  From it [the theory of individualism] the doctrine emanates that the State should content itself with protection of life and property, and with wings clipped be pompously dubbed a Constitutional State.

. . .Ultramontanes [Catholics] and Jacobins both start with the assumption that the legislation of a modern State is the work of sinful man.  They thus display their total lack of reverence for the objectively revealed Will of God, as unfolded in the life of the State.

. . .There must be no question of subjects having the right to oppose a sovereignty which in their opinion is not moral.  . . . We must always maintain the principle that the State is in itself an ethical force and a high moral good.

. . .we are able to perceive that the Germans are far from having accomplished these great national tasks.  National character is exactly what they lack in comparison with their neighbors, for their unity is so young.  A sure and certain national instinct is not a universal quality with us, as it is with the French people. . .
