Thomas Hobbes, The Leviathan




Reading Guide
1. According to Hobbes, the life of man in the state of nature is:

2. What is Hobbes’ assessment of sin, injustice or wrongdoing in the state of nature? (Is it wrong?)

3. What are the two cardinal virtues in war (and in the state of nature)? What Renaissance thinker does this remind you of?

4. What two forces push man to leave the state of nature?

5. What are three characteristics a community must have to prevent a return to the state of nature?

6. Hobbes compares humans to bees and ants. He concludes that although such animals can live happily in their natural condition, humans cannot. Try to summaraize his reasons that humans cannot live happily in their natural condition.

7. What do people have to do in order to join together in a commonwealth?

8. What is the purpose of a commonwealth?

9. Hobbes discusses twelve rights of sovereigns. Try to summarize these rights in your as succintly as possible. 

10. What are the various types of commonwealths or sovereigns that are possible?

11. Which of the various types of commonwealths or sovereigns does Hobbes think are best?  Why?

12. What does Hobbes mean by Natural Laws?  How is this different from other definitions of natural law that we have seen in Humanities?
13. Why does Hobbes call the sovereign a “mortal god?”
14. What does Hobbes think Parliament’s role in the government should be?

15. How would you attack Hobbes?  Where is his theory weak?

