John Locke, The Second Treatise on Government


Reading Guide

1. How are Locke and Hobbes similar? 
2. What are the significant differences between Locke’s and Hobbes’ description of the state of nature?

3. What does “property” mean for Locke? Why can’t it be protected very well in the state of nature?

4. How do Hobbes’ and Locke’s differences about the state of nature shape their differences about the sovereign?

5. What do people give up when the join a commonwealth (submit to a sovereign)?

6. What do the keep?

7. What is the role of Natural Law in Locke’s theory? 

a. What is the source of Natural Law?

b. What should be the relationship between Natural Law and Civil Law (man-made law)?

8. What is the purpose of government according to Locke? How is this different from Hobbes?

9. Hobbes gives us a list of the twelve rights of sovereigns. What does Locke offer that parallels this?

10. According to Locke, why are there limits on legislative power? Executive power?

11. What does fiduciary mean? How does this concept fit into Locke’s theory?

12. How does Locke define tyranny? How is this similar to and yet different from Aristotle’s definition of tyranny? How is this different from Socrates’ understanding of the law?

13. Locke distinguishes between the dissolution of government and the dissolution of society. Why is this so important to him?

14. Why does a person always  have the right to disobey a government official who invades or takes his property without the owners’ permission?

15. Why then, must a soldier obey a command that is unreasonable or contrary to natural law?

16. How does Locke answer the criticisms he anticipates about the fact that he seems to be promoting anarchy?

17. How should a conflict between the legislative branch and executive branch be settled? What if there is no clear answer?

18. Does Locke believe in democracy?

19. Does Locke’s theory require a type of faith? Explain.

